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Mail Voting Does Not Set Record Here
Registration Up, Turnout Down in Precinct 4

While all 3,655 registered voters in our precinct
were mailed ballots this year according to the Board of
Elections, the turnout was 56.6%. That is less than in
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Voters encountered few lines at Precinct 4 on Election Day, November 3, 2020.

the 2008, 2012, and 2016 presidential elections, when
most of us voted in person.

Factors probably included residents living else-
where: some at second homes, and many out of the

District with parentsd particularly off-campus under-
graduates and graduate students at George Washington
University, which is holding remote classes this year.

Turnout was 67.4% in 2016, when Hillary Clinton
won 1,836 votes in Precinct 4, or 84.6% against 199
votes for Donald Trump. District-wide it was 90.9%.

This year, Joe Biden won 1,781 here against
Trumpbs 230, or 86.3%. District-wide, it was 92.6%.

Registration in Precinct 4 has increased every year
since 2008. It is up 53.4% since then, as the West End
has become an increasingly residential neighborhood.

Covid-19 and fears of iunrestd may also have been
a factor in the lower turnout. (See story below.)

However, at our polling placed the School With-
out Walls at Francis-Stephens on N Streetd election
day was calm, quiet, and color-coordinated.

Brooke Pinto showed up in a hot-pink coat and
matching mask. She won a four-year term as Ward 2
Councilmember with 70.4% of the vote in Precinct 4,
and 68.8% District-wide, against three challengers.

See reverse side of the Flyer for Advisory Neigh-
borhood Commission 2A returns and rundown.

Pre-Election Streetscape: Plywood over Plate Glass

The boarding up at Squire Patton Boggs, at 2550
M Street, began on October 27, and seemed to move
east, toward the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, which put up
its plywood in June, after the death of George Floyd
sparked unrest and sporadic looting. It is still closed.

Starbucks at 2400 M, and several nearby store-
fronts, went under plywood on October 29, the same
day that Mayor Muriel Bowser issued an advisory that
fiFirst Amendment activities have the potential to dis-
rupt business operations.o

A group naming itself iShutDownDC0 was en-
couraging people to fihit the streetso to fiensure that
Trump isndt able to steal the 2020 presidential elec-
tion.0 By Halloween, hard-hit Georgetown was jittery
and boarding up again, with several storefronts still
behind summer plywood. Some of those have already

gone out of business or decided not to renew leases.
In the West End, the Exxon station on M Street,
both drug stores, and other office buildings had board-
' 7 g ed up by election day.
fiWe got hit twice
in June,0 said Bethany
Lowery, the store man-
ager of the Walgreens
on 22nd Street.
Insurance coverage
is a factor for many
large companies as well as imom-and-popo stores.
Since it is expensive to put up and take down ply-
wood, some owners said they might leave it up until af-
ter the January inauguration. However, the Biden elec-
tion may return fitransparencyo to our storefronts sooner.

Walgreens behind election plywood, November 2.







